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Ken Gemes Interiors

Ken Gemes—once a business manager, now an in-
terior designer—creates spaces that offer simplistic,
understated elegance with a nod to British Colonial
style. "Instead of strewing things everywhere, | pre-
fer to place them in groups,” he says. "I think objects
have more impact that way.”

TEXT BY FREDERICK JERANT
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|DESIGNER SHOW
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Westchester County
Family Home

This 17305 Colonial-style residence
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Gemes” firm, Ken Gemes Interiors, has worked
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“I have to make sure that every room in the house draws

you in and functions as well as possible.”

KEN C

EMES, OWNER.

A l'h,'.].,'lj h|.||n..: |1r.'|:|| L M0 Warch |!||.|_ K i
Iskarud, illustrates how Gemes achieves marvelous
results within restricted spaces. Previous owners
had awkwardly expanded the former carriage
house, and “it was very lincar,” Gemes says

*Eaih room led 11|'.1.ig|1| into the nest.”
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enjoy the S0.inch Hat-sercen TV above the fire
pace, Blagk granite sureounds the fireplace, and
ather black furniture punctuates the reom, con
trasting w ith the softer lurnishings, wall color,
and rups, Mother of Pearl lamps and framed sea

fans provide pentle nods to the sca

el blues,
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The master bedroam’s saft blues echo those on

the first floor, and tropical-primt linen-cotton

Ik|'|||.||_|‘|\r treatmenis a II‘:I a ||-1:I'l Ex k ol £ 00 - '.'-l-l'\'|.'||

bed continue the island vibe, A chaise longue in
& epit checked pattern from GPE | Baker oflers
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Sometimes Gemes must resolve a bie of culture
clash—a situation that resulis when awners'
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Yaork, had |.l|a|1m:i|: the I.'ill'I'IFI!-l'I.IL' makeover of a
1930% vintage Colonial hame but —after Iiuing
through extensive construction work, new furni-
ture, carpet and window treatments for certaln
rooms—mnaever fully completed the interior
llug'rs: Gemes YE,

The biggest challenpe of the job was findi Tl & Way
to feature the owner’s extensive (and i npressive)
art collection while r:rlsl;u_-lllg overslie sofas and
club chairs that crowded and dated the rooms,
After extensive consultations, Gemes hit an
several satisfactory approaches, and two rooms
serve as prime examples: the living romm ami

dining room.

“In the II\'urg resoam, we wsed light taupe on the
walls 1o highlight the collection of American
abatpaet |:u|.nllr.|g| in Mack.anaf-white ," Gemes
says, “We replaced the la e recessed canned
|ig'|:ls that checkered the n—:tlu.g with tiny LED
lights around the periphery,” be says. "They wash
the walls with light for o more rolust but bess
intrusive appearance.” Smaller-scale furniture
with ebean lines provided a more tailored look
andd permitted casier navigation around the
oo, And, F.:]:' aqua accents, cantrasted with
uphaolstery in shades of mushroom, tobacos, and
off-white, eliminated the previous "precious and
untouchable™ look.

The dining room features window treatmemts in
an .ﬁ.:\ia.n-lnspin'q[ hamboo Horal pattern, a chima-
storage consale with an anthque mirrar front, a
stronger wall color ter complement paintings, and
raffia-covered 1!I-|'|I.r.|g chairs with nail-head trim
that blends with the sisal carpet.

Gemes thinks the days of *MeMansions™ are
ending as homeowners realize they really do not
e anel must speml too much to maintain all
that Apace, Maow, he says, puop]r are Ihinl.'jng
le=s about adeding on and mare about maximizing
every square inch and making their spaces as ses
ll'h‘!!in-’l”}' r.l-u:lng andl as functional ae pn»i]r!n:.
Giemes says that sometimes even first homes can
benefit fram an immediate makeaver. “The own-
ers often want a grown-op ook, but they choase
the same dark ariental carpets and the burgun-
dies, hhues, and golads found in their parents’ or
gr-llﬂp:lﬂ'l'lh' hormes,” he says. “Sometimes they
even wse their old furnitare, It gives the home
an old-fashioned look ri:_|,lJ||: at the start,” When
this happens, Gemes and his team are prepared
to turn the home around with a design acsthetic
hased oo simplification. ™

KEN GEMES

INTERIORS

www.kengemes.com
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